Wheelersburg Baptist Church 6/27/93 PM
Romans 12:1-2 "How to Find the Will of God"

Skit: The Importance of Values in Decision-Making

Intro:
Q: How do you find the Will of God?
Key: You need to know what you're looking for! Romans 12:1-2 can help us.

Proposition: Romans 12:1-2 gives us some helpful principles to keep in mind when
it comes to finding the will of God.

To understand the Will of God, I must...
Principle #1: I must be in the place of Total Surrender to God.
Principle #2: I must be aware of the Conflict of Values.

A. The Will of the World

B. The Will of God
Principle #3: I must emphasize the importance of my Mind, and not my Feelings.
Principle #4: I must evaluate the alternatives with these questions:

A. Is it Good?

B. Is it Acceptable to God?

C. Will it help me be more Mature in Christ?

Overview of Series:

"The Will of God and the Word of God" Ephesians 5:17
"How to Find the Will of God" Romans 12:1-2

"Is There a Center to God's Will?" Romans 15:32

"The Value of Doing the Will of God" I John 2:17

"The Work of the Spirit and the Will of God" Romans 8:27
"The Place of Prayer in the Will of God" Colossians 4:12

Our Goal:
To learn how to discern God's Will in decision-making

Last Week: The Will of God is always consistent with the Word of God.
Transp: Outline
I. The God of the Bible is a Revealing God.
A. We serve a God who does not change.
B. We serve a God who has revealed His Character and His Will. (Heb 1:1-3)
II. The God of the Bible has revealed His Will in His Word.
A. God revealed His Will to Adam in Genesis 1-2.
B. God revealed His Will to Israel in the Law.
1. Perpetually Binding Commands (The Ten Commands)
2. Temporary Binding Commands (Dietary & Ceremonial laws)
C. God revealed His Will to Disciples in the Sermon on the Mount.
D. God related His Will for the Church in the Epistles.



I can't underscore enough the importance of what we observed last week.

God's Will will never contradict God's Word. What does that mean practically? 1
must saturate my mind with the Scriptures, day by day, if I want to discover the will of
God in decision-making.

[lust:

Q: How do we determine the will of God when there are no direct statements in
Scripture? After all, there are lots of decisions we have to make every day that the
Bible doesn't directly address.

Eg--Does God want me to be a school teacher or a sales representative? Does
He want me to marry this boy, or does He have someone else for me?

Let's look at a classic text, Romans 12:1-2.
Q: What can we learn about God's Will from Romans 12:1-2?
Discuss: Share observations together...

Prop: Let me propose 4 principles. To understand the Will of God, I must...

Principle #1: I must be in the place of Total Surrender to God.
This is basic, yet so critical.

V 1 "I beseech you therefore brethren...present your bodies a living sacrifice to God."
Allow me to remind you of the context of Romans.

Rom 1-11 How God provided Righteousness for Unrighteous people
Rom 1:16-17 "For I am not ashamed of the gospel...for in it is the righteousness of
God revealed..."
Q: What's the right way to respond to what God has done?
A: God deserves 2 things.
1. The Praise of our Lips (11:33-36)
2. The Praise of our Lives (12:1)
Q: How do we praise God with our lives?
12:1 "...present your body a living sacrifice to God..."

What's that mean? The verb "present” is in the aorist tense. That indicates
Paul's talking about a decisive act. This isn't something you do over and over again,
and then renig on your bargain with God. No. The picture is that of sacrifice.

God calls us to lay our lives on the altar. No strings attached. When I lay my
life on God's altar, I am saying I have died to living for myself. From this point on I
am Yours Lord. I want to live for You.

The same word appears in Rom 6:13, rendered "yield."

Here's Paul's charge. Once you have tasted the mercy of God, and once you
have experienced the righteousness of God through Jesus Christ, there's only one
sensible thing to do. What is that? Be in the place of Total Surrender to God.



You say, "What does this have to do with the will of God?"

Everything! Let's be honest. Discovering the will of God is not always easy.
Yet here's the key. It starts with total surrender to God.

Let me ask you, "Do you view your life as a living sacrifice to God? Are you
totally surrendered to Him? If you're not, you're shortchanging yourself. You're
shortcircuiting yourself from His Plan for your life.

[lust:

Principle #2: I must be aware of the Conflict of Values.
Q: What do we mean by the conflict of values?
Illust: Steve had a conflict of values in the skit we watched earlier.
We face a conflict of values all the time.
Eg--(Grier, 15) On Super Bowl Sunday...Athletic competition has value.
So does church attendance. A sports-minded Christian will wrestle with these
competing values. And ask himself these questions: Should I watch the Super Bowl
and miss Sunday evening worship? Should I go to church, videotape the game, and
watch it later? What difference would it make if I missed church one time?
That's a conflict of values. Our decisions reflect our values.
Eg--

Here's the second principle. To understand the will of God, I must be aware of
the conflict of values.
Paul sums up the conflict of values in v 2.

V 2 "And be not conformed to this world, but be ye transformed..."
Here's the conflict. The first competing value is...

A. The Will of the World
Be not conformed to this world. Don't be squeezed into the mold of this world.
The other competing value is...

B. The Will of God
"Be transformed." "Prove the will of God."

Q: Be not conformed to this world. What is the "world"?

A better term might be the word "age." The Hebrew mentality thought in terms
of 2 ages: This Age, and The Age to Come. This age is characterised by sinfulness.
And rebellion against God. This age follows Cain's example, and tries to live life as
though God didn't exist.

Listen. In the Age to come that will all change. In that Age, every knee will
bow and acknowledge the Lordship of God.

And here's the point. If you are a Christian, if you are identified with Jesus
Christ, you are guarenteed a part in the Age to come. What's more, do you know what
is true of your condition? You are actually living with a foot in both worlds. Your



citizenship is in heaven, the Age to come. But right now you're living in this Age. As
followers of Christ, we are IN the world, but we are not to be OF the world.

Key: Here's the battle. Every day, you and I make choices. Choices don't just
happen. The choices we make are affected by our what? Our Values.

You say, "I don't get it. What's a value?"

Eg--Did you ever hear your parents say, "Get your priorities straight!"

Your values are your priorities. A value is the worth you place on something or
someone.

You say, "Do I have values? I didn't know I did!" Sure you do!

Since you are here in church tonight, you placed a higher value on worship and
spiritual growth than you did on watching America's Favorite Videos!

Challenge: Identify your values. Your values determine your decisions.

I can't tell you how important this is. Our humanistic society says that values
are relative. James Grier comments, "American education, influenced by John Dewey,
has divorced facts from values...According to Dewey, all values are relative and in
process. Modern education suggests every child in the socialization process should be
encouraged to choose his or her own values." (p 18)

Q: As a Christian, what should be my highest value in life?

Mt 6:33 "But seek ye first the kingdom of God..."
I Cor 10:31 "Whether therefore you eat...do all to the glory of God."

Listen. My greatest value in life is doing the will of God. Period. That never
changes. Every decision I ever make must be with this goal in mind. The career I
choose. The mate I choose. The house I choose. God's will must be my highest
value. [lust:

All of us wrestle with competing values.

Ilust: Suppose I stood up tonight and said, "I don't have a message to
preach. I didn't have time to prepare this week. I was too busy. I played a round of
golf on Tuesday and Thursday mornings. I went to Cincinnati for a Reds game and
was gone all day Friday."

If that had happened, you'd tell me my problem was not a lack of time, but a
mixup of what? My priorities and values.

Illust: Suppose you notice your friend only attends church once a
month. You ask him/her about it. He says, "Well, I can't turn down the overtime. I
need the money so I can make the payments on the RV I bought in the Spring."

Q: What really was his problem? A conflict of values.

Principle #1: I must be in the place of Total Surrender to God.
Principle #2: I must be aware of the Conflict of Values.

Principle #3: I must emphasize the importance of my Mind, and not my Feelings.
V 2 "be transformed by the renewing of your MIND"



Q: How do you determine God's Will?
Illust: The ancients often used to try to discover the will of the gods by

"divination." What's that? During a divination ritual, a pagan priest would kill an
animal. While the animal was still warm, he would cut out the liver. Then he would
look at the way the organ moved, the quiver of the liver, to discover the mind of his
god. (H. Robinson, 16)

You say, "Sounds absurd! Why in the world would anyone ever try to discover
God's will in so foolish a manner?"

How do you do it? I know a lot of Christians who don't look at an organ out of
an animal to make decisions, yet they depend on the quiver of the liver just the same!
Their own liver! They make their decisions but their gut reaction, by their feelings.

"

Q: Is that how we should make our decisions, by our feelings?
Q: Do we discover the will of God by our feelings?
Rom 12:2 "Be transformed by the renewing of your MIND."
I'm amazed when I read Paul's letters. Finding God's will was NOT a mystical
experience for Paul. It was an aggressive exercise of the mind.
eg--Col 1:9 "...pray that you would be filled with the knowledge..."
eg--Phil 1:9 "I pray that your love may abound...in knowledge"

Challenge: If I want to be in tune with the will of God, I must have a renewed
mind. Don't miss this. Giving my life to God as a living sacrifice is a one time act
(1). Renewing my mind is a day by day task (2).

Learn to think biblically. Make it a goal to saturate your mind with the
Scriptures. Don't make decisions based on feelings. Feelings change.

[lust:

Tran: You may wonder, "Well how do I use my mind in decision-making?"

Principle #4: I must evaluate the alternatives with these questions:
Is it good? Is it acceptable to God? Will it make me more mature in Christ?
Q: Why those questions? Notice what v 2 says about God's will...

V 2 "that you may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God."

Q: What does Paul mean?
1. One approach is to say these are 3 levels in God's will.
Transp: Bullseye
2. Another is to say these are 3 parallel adjectives, telling us that God's
will is good, is acceptable, and perfect.
I think the latter is right. In fact, suppose you're wondering whether something
is God's will for you. If that's the case, ask yourself these questions:

A. Is it Good?
God's will is always good. That means at least 2 things. God's will will always
be good for me. It's always in my best interest to do God's will.




[lust:
And secondly, God's will is always morally good. It will never be God's will
for me to do something shady, or something unethical. God is good. His will is good.

B. Is it Acceptable to God?
God's will is always acceptable. When we do God's will, we are pleasing God.
So I must ask myself, "If I make this decision, will it be acceptable to God? Will it
please God?"
Illust:

C. Will it help me be more Mature in Christ?

The word "perfect" is an interesting word--"telos." It means complete. It
signifies purpose or goal. It has the idea of being fully developed. Mature.

Listen. God has a goal for us. He wants us to grow up in Christ so we
resemble His beloved Son (Rom 8:29). That means if something is His will, it will
help us become more complete, more mature in Christ.

So I must ask myself, "If I choose this alternative, will it help me be more
mature in Christ?"




