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1 Corinthians 15:20-24 “Because Jesus Lives”**1  

 
Main Idea:  Because Jesus lives, there are three certainties we can affirm, as explained in 1 Corinthians 15:20-24. 

I.  We know what Jesus did (20). 

 A.  He died. 

 B.  He has been raised from the dead. 

 C.  His resurrection guarantees ours. 

II.  We know what Jesus undid (21-22). 

 A.  In Adam, we have a problem. 

  1.  Through him, death came into the world (21). 

  2.  In him, all die (22). 

 B.  In Christ, we have a provision. 

  1.  Through Him, the resurrection comes (21). 

  2.  In Him, all will be made alive (22). 

III.  We know what Jesus will do (23-24). 

 A.  Phase 1: Christ was raised first (23). 

 B.  Phase 2: Those who belong to Him will be next (23b). 

 C.  Phase 3: Then the end will come (24). 

  1.  Christ will destroy all rebels. 

  2.  Christ will hand over the kingdom to the Father. 

Application:  Because Jesus lives there is hope. 

 1.  We can be right with God now. 

 2.  We can be ready to meet God in the future. 

 

 Scripture Reading:  Luke 24:1-12 

 Today millions are gathering because Jesus Christ rose from the dead.  That’s why we 

are here today.  But as we celebrate I want to remind you that millions, even billions on 

planet earth, don’t believe in His resurrection.   

 I saw a CNS news headline in 2013 that read, “Percent of Americans Believing in the 

Resurrection Drops To 64% From 77% Last Easter.”2 

 Another article begins, “A third of Church of England clergy doubt or disbelieve in 

the physical Resurrection.”  And that was in 2002.3 

 So the unbelief isn’t just out there, but is meandering right into the church.   

 Then a April 2014 article, “Can you question the Resurrection and still be a 

Christian?”  The writer asks: 

 Did Jesus literally rise from the dead in a bodily resurrection, as many 

traditionalist and conservative Christians believe? Or was his rising a symbolic one, a 

restoration of his spirit of love and compassion to the world, as members of some 

more liberal brands of Christianity hold? 

 As Easter approaches, many Christians struggle with how to understand the 

Resurrection. How literally must one take the Gospel story of Jesus’ triumph to be 

called a Christian? Can one understand the Resurrection as a metaphor — perhaps not 

even believe it happened at all — and still claim to be a follower of Christ?4 

 This is not a peripheral issue.  Does a person need to believe in the resurrection, and 

specifically in the resurrection of Jesus, to go to heaven?  

                                                 
** Note:  This is an unedited manuscript of a message preached at Wheelersburg Baptist Church.  It is provided to prompt your 

continued reflection on the practical truths of the Word of God. 

1 This message has been adapted from an earlier series in 1 Corinthians 15 preached at WBC in 1999.  
2 http://www.cnsnews.com/blog/dan-joseph/percent-americans-believing-resurrection-drops-64-77-last-

easter 
3 http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/1403106/One-third-of-clergy-do-not-believe-in-the-

Resurrection.html 
4 http://www.religionnews.com/2014/04/16/can-question-resurrection-still-christian/ 
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 You yourself may be questioning.  I want you to know two things.  One, we are 

thankful you are here!  This is a place where we can be honest about our questions.  And 

here’s why.  Two, the Bible provides solid answers for our questions, including this one. 

 We are not the first generation to wrestle with the question regarding the resurrection.  

In fact, church members in the first century church of Corinth were doing so.  The Greeks 

scoffed at the notion of the resurrection.  When Paul was in Athens, they listened to his 

message about Jesus until he mentioned that Jesus was raised from the dead.   

 “When they heard about the resurrection of the dead,” says Acts 17:32, “some of them 

sneered.”  Just like today.  And the rest of the verse says, “But others said, ‘We want to 

hear you again on this subject.’” 

 And Paul faced similar skepticism just fifty miles to the west of Athens in Corinth, 

this time, right inside the church.  That’s why he wrote 1 Corinthians 15. 

 We need 1 Corinthians 15 in our day.  If you are a skeptic, you need it.  If you are 

trying to minister to skeptics, you need it.  And even if you’re not a skeptic but just want 

to know why this day is so significant, you need 1 Corinthians 15. 

 This morning we're going to look at three things we know, three certainties, presented 

to us in 1 Corinthians 15:20-24. 

 

I.  We know what Jesus did (20). 

 1 Corinthians 15 is perhaps the greatest chapter in the Bible in addressing the subject 

of the resurrection.  Paul addresses the subject because it was under attack.  Again, right 

inside the church.   

 Verse 12, "But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can 

some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?" 

 What's going to happen to your body after you die?  If you are a Christian, the Bible 

teaches that you will be given a resurrected, glorified body with which you will serve God 

forever (see 2 Cor. 5:1-10).  That is our hope.  But it’s also a reality that some deny. 

 So as a brilliant lawyer, Paul defends the resurrection in verses 13-19 with three 

"if/then" arguments.   

 One, if there is no resurrection, then Christ wasn't raised (13).   

 Two, if Christ wasn't raised, we're in big trouble (14-18), for our preaching and our 

faith are useless (14), we are misleading other people (15-16), we are still in our sins (17), 

and when we die, we’re going to perish (18).   

 And three, if this life is it, then pity on us (19): "If only for this life we have hope in 

Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men." 

 Yet the next two words are perhaps the most beautiful in all of Scripture.  The first 

two words of verse 20.  "But Christ."   

 Paul’s making a strong contrast.  If Christ wasn't raised, we are most miserable.   

 But Christ.  But Christ what?  But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead! 

 Which brings us to our first certainty.  Today we can affirm beyond a shadow of a 

doubt what Christ did.  What did He do?  In this one sentence Paul presents the heart of 

the gospel: "Christ has indeed been raised form the dead."   

 Here's what Christ did.  First... 

 A.  He died.  He was raised from the dead.  Jesus died.  On a hill far away stood an 

old rugged cross, the emblem of suffering and shame.  He died.  Peter put it this way (1 

Pet. 1:3), "Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In his great mercy he 

has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus from the dead."   
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 On the day we call Good Friday, our Savior died.  He died the death we deserved to 

die.  He died to pay the penalty that we transgressors deserved to pay.  If He had not died, 

we could not live.   

 But He died.  The incarnate Son of God died.  But that’s not all. 

 B.  He has been raised from the dead.  "Christ has indeed been raised from the 

dead."  He has been raised.  The Greek verb is passive.  From Paul's perspective, Christ 

did not merely rise from the dead, but He was raised.  God raised Him.  The emphasis 

here is on God's sovereignty.  There's nothing outside of God's control, not even death. 

 Since Adam first sinned, death held mankind captive.  Until God raised Christ from 

the dead.  Christ arose from the dead.  That's what He did.   

 And is that important?  Yes, thirdly... 

 C.  His resurrection guarantees ours.  "But Christ has indeed been raised from the 

dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep." 

 What's a firstfruit?  Any gardeners here?  In the Spring you drop seed in the ground 

with the expectation that in the Fall there will be a what?  A harvest.   

 If you had been a Jewish farmer in Old Testament times, what would you have done 

when harvest season rolled around?  You would have picked the first part of the harvest 

and given it back to God as an offering.  You gave God the firstfruits.  By giving to God 

that first sheaf, you acknowledged your conviction that the whole harvest would come 

from Him and would be used for His honor. 

 In essence, God told the Israelites, "If, by faith, you give Me the firstfruits, I'll bless 

the rest so it will meet your needs." 

 Listen to Leviticus 23:10-11, "Speak to the Israelites and say to them, 'When you 

enter the land I am going to give you and you reap its harvest, bring to the priest a sheaf 

of the first grain you harvest.  He is to wave the sheaf before the LORD so it will be 

accepted on your behalf; the priest is to wave it on the day after the Sabbath." 

 Question:  On what day was the firstfruit presented?  Answer:  On the day after the 

Sabbath. 

 Question:  On what day was Jesus the Christ raised from the dead?  Answer:  On the 

day after the Sabbath.   

 Do you see?  What's the significance of Christ's resurrection?  He is the firstfruits.  Of 

what?  Of "those who have fallen asleep."  The resurrection of Jesus is God's pledge that 

there's more to come, that a full harvest is coming.  The dead in Christ will live forever 

because Christ lives. 

 We know what Christ did, don't we?  It's a certainty in an uncertain world.  Jesus 

Christ has indeed been raised from the dead.  There's hope in that statement, my friend.   

 Make it personal.  There's hope for you if you've placed, or will now place your faith 

in Him.  There's hope because we know what Christ did.  That’s certainty #1.  

 

II.  We know what Jesus undid (21-22). 

 When Jesus Christ came to this earth 2,000 years ago, He not only did something, but 

He undid something.  And His resurrection is the proof that He undid it!  Do you follow? 

 Allow me to explain.  The best way I know how is to tell you a story.  It's a true story 

about a King, a kingdom, and two men.   

In the beginning, there was a King.  The King was God, one God who has 

existed forever as three persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  In the 

beginning the King created the heavens and the earth (Gen. 1:1).  According to the Bible, 

God is King.  This is His world.   
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 On the sixth day of His creative work, God formed a caretaker for His world (Gen. 

1:26).  His name was Adam.  God created the man in His image, gave him a wife, also 

His image-bearer, and made them His vice-regent over the affairs of the world. 

 But it was still His world.  God is king.  And to remind Adam and Eve, He placed a 

tree in the garden and said, "You may eat from every other tree, but don't eat from this 

one.  If you do you will certainly die (Gen. 2:16-17)." 

 It was a test.  Will they love, trust, and obey Me? 

But the first man, encouraged by his wife, committed treason against the King.  

Adam rebelled and ate from the tree.  He went his own way rather than God's.  

Instead of seeking first God's kingdom, Adam followed the evil advice of the serpent and 

sought, in essence, to establish his own rival kingdom.   

 Adam’s rebellion set in motion cosmic consequences. 

 Instead of becoming an independent king, Adam became a slave.  And not just him, 

but all future human beings too.  By his fateful choice, Adam enslaved all of his offspring 

to the prince of darkness and placed the world under the wrath of God the only true King. 

 That would be the end of the story were it not for grace. 

 The rest of the Bible (from Genesis 3:15 through Revelation 22) is the story of what 

the God of grace has done and will yet do to reclaim His kingdom.  The first 39 books, 

what we call the Old Testament, tell how God set a rescue operation in motion, by 

graciously working through a man, and then a family, and then a nation.  It was through 

this nation that He purposed to send the Messiah into the world. 

 And, as the New Testament explains, that’s what He did. 

The New Testament calls him the last Adam (1 Cor 15:45).  God sent the last 

Adam into the world to reverse the curse which the first Adam brought upon the 

world.  He sent His Son into the world to become a man, taking the name Jesus, in order 

to restore His kingdom.   

 Remember the words Jesus spoke at the beginning of His ministry?  "Repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven is near (Matt. 4:17)."   

 The King had come, and He had come to do battle with the enemies of His Kingdom. 

How did He fight them?  What was His strategy for defeating the wicked enemy and 

reclaiming the fallen sons of the first Adam? 

 He did precisely what the first Adam failed to do.  He obeyed the commands of God.  

His weapon was not a sword, but a life of perfect obedience.  And it culminated when, 

just as His Father instructed, He carried a slab of wood outside the city of Jerusalem and 

let wicked men nail Him to it. 

 On the cross He took the place of every son and daughter of Adam that would ever 

believe on Him.  He endured, not just the nails and crown of thorns, but the very wrath of 

God that the sons and daughters of Adam deserve. 

 He who knew no sin became sin in their place (2 Cor 5:21). 

 He himself bore their sins in his body on the tree…by his wounds they have been 

healed (1 Peter 2:24). 

 So through His vicarious death on the cross and subsequent resurrection on the third 

day, Jesus defeated the foes of sin, Satan, and death.  He gave His life to fix the problem 

created by the first Adam. 

Which means we, the sons and daughters of Adam, have a choice to make.  In 

essence, its the same choice our forefather blundered.  Will we trust and obey 

our God the King, or will we foolishly live as though we are king?  He told Adam not to 

eat from the tree, but he did.  He tells us to believe on the One who died on the tree.   

 Believe, and be saved, he says.  Will we trust and obey, or will we not? 
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 Here’s what our text beckons us to see, dear friends.  When Jesus Christ came to 

earth, He not only did something, but He undid something.  Paul explains what Christ 

undid in our text, verses 21-22.   

 Jesus undid what Adam did.  "For since death came through a man [Who's that? 

Adam], the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man [Who's that?  Christ].  For 

as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive." 

 Let me put it this way… 

 A.  In Adam, we have a problem.  It's a twofold problem. 

  1.  Through him, death came into the world (21).  Why is there death in the 

world?  Because of Adam, there is death—physical and spiritual death.  Like it or not, 

you inherited a problem (and so did I).  From the moment we were conceived, we were 

spiritually dead.  We are born dead to God, alienated from Him. 

 Think of it this way.  Are we sinners because we sin, or do we sin because we are 

sinners?  According to the Bible, both are true.  We are sinners because we sin--we 

willfully choose sin.  But we also sin because we are, by nature, sinners.  We've inherited 

a sin nature from Adam.  And so, through Adam, death came into the world.   

 But there's more to our problem. 

  2.  In him, all die (22).  That's what verse 22 says, "In Adam all die."  And the 

statistics haven’t changed.  One out of every one person born into this world dies. 

 It's true.  When it comes to death, there's no negotiation.  You don't say, "I'm not 

going to die.  I think I'll live for 652 years."  Not possible.  You cannot overcome the foe 

of death.  In Adam, all die. 

 Perhaps you're thinking, " What about Enoch and Elijah?  They didn't die."   

 Good question.  Now answer this.  Why didn't those men die?  Because God took 

them directly to heaven.  It wasn't anything they did.  They had no more power over death 

than we do. 

 It's true.  In Adam, we have a universal problem called death.  But here's the good 

news. 

 B.  In Christ, we have a provision.  Christ undid what Adam did.  Because of Christ, 

we have a twofold provision.  Verse 21 tells us what we have through Him, and verse 22 

informs us of what's true in Him. 

  1.  Through Him, the resurrection comes (21).  "For since death came through a 

man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man." 

 Many years ago when living in Grand Rapids, I met a man who had immigrated to the 

United States from Greece.  His name was Steven.  Steven had a vibrant love for Jesus 

Christ.  One time he told me about his name.  He said the Greek name for Steven is 

Anastasios.  I asked him what it meant, and he told me, "Resurrection."   

 It's the word Paul used in 1 Corinthians 15:21, anastasis.  Resurrection is the reversal 

of what Adam’s sin brought into the world.  Through Christ the last Adam, the 

resurrection comes.   

 But there’s more, as Paul emphasizes by using a another preposition in verse 22.  

First, through Him (21), second in Him (22).  Through him the resurrection comes.  

That’s one.  There’s two... 

  2.  In Him, all will be made alive (22).  Does that mean that everybody is going to 

heaven?  No, contrary to what many teach these days, the biblical answer is no. 

 Notice the text carefully.  "In Adam all die."  Who dies?  All who are in Adam.  Who 

does that include?  Everybody.  Every person on the planet is a descendant of Adam.  It’s 

been my privilege to meet people in Papua New Guinea, Thailand, Indonesia, Ukraine, 
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Romania, Peru, Brazil, Albania, Moldova, and other places too.  And with every person I 

meet I know we have something in common. 

 We are all in Adam.  “In Adam all die,” says Paul. 

 Now notice the next phrase, "So in Christ all will be made alive."  Who will be made 

alive?  Those who are in Christ.  Who does that include?  Is that everybody on the planet?  

No.   

 To be placed in Christ, God must do something, and the sinner must do something.  

And what is that? 

 We see the answer at the beginning of this letter.  Take a look at 1 Corinthians 1:26-

31, “Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you 

were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 
27 

But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak 

things of the world to shame the strong. 
28 

God chose the lowly things of this world and 

the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, 
29 

so that 

no one may boast before him. 
30 

It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who 

has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and 

redemption. 
31 

Therefore, as it is written: “Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.” 

 There’s our answer.  Who’s in Christ?  The person God graciously chooses and calls.  

No one can come to know Christ apart from God graciously and mercifully opening his 

eyes and granting saving faith.   

 It is because of Him that you are in Christ Jesus, Paul reminds the Christians in 

Corinth. 

 That’s what God does.  And when He does that, here’s what we do.  Let the one who 

boasts boast in the Lord.  The person who is in Christ boasts, not in himself, but in the 

Lord, believes in the Lord, trusts in the Lord Jesus Christ and what He did for him. 

 It's those individuals, those who are in Christ, says our text, who will be made alive. 

 So the critical question is this.  Am I in Christ?   

 Dear friend, from God's perspective there are only two categories of people.  We're 

either in Christ, or we're not.  Which is true of you?  Do you know for sure?  You can 

know today.  To be in Adam, you must be born.  To be in Christ, you must be born again. 

 There's hope because of what Jesus did and undid.  There's a third certainty... 

 

III.  We know what Jesus will do (23-24). 

 "But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who 

belong to him.  Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the 

Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority, and power." 

 Did you notice that curious phrase in verse 23--"But each in his own turn."?  The KJV 

translates, "But every man in his own order."  The Greek word for "turn" (or "order") is 

tagmati.  It's a military term meaning "division" or "rank."  It originally referred to a 

detachment of soldiers. 

 Several years ago I visited my brother at the Air Force Academy in Colorado.  I 

remember walking through the main courtyard, and seeing the mosaic tile walkways.  If 

you were a freshman cadet, you didn't just meander along.  You had to walk in a certain 

pattern and manner through the courtyard.  In military life, there's order. 

 When it comes to resurrection, God has an order, too.  He operates by a plan, a 

sovereign plan.  He's not wringing His hands.  Death may be a problem to us, but not to 

Him.  God is dealing with the problem of death, and His plan involves a process.  There 

are different "times" or "phases" involved.  Paul mentions three here. 



7 

 A.  Phase 1: Christ was raised first (23).  "Christ, the firstfruits."  When was Christ 

raised?  Three days after His death, right?  On Sunday, Christ became the firstfruits.  In 

God's plan, Christ was raised first. 

 B.  Phase 2: Those who belong to Him will be next (23b).  When will that occur?  

According to verse 23, it will occur at the parousia, that is, when Jesus comes again.  The 

text reads, "But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when He comes, those 

who belong to Him." 

 The Greek word parousia simply means "coming."  It was commonly used to refer to 

a royal visit.  The early Christians used it as a technical term for the Lord's return.  When 

He comes again, it will be the visit of the supremely royal One! 

 So phase one--Christ was raised first.  Phase two--Those who belong to Christ will be 

raised next. 

 But wait.  What about those who do not belong to Christ?  This text doesn't describe 

their fate, but other passages do--such as Daniel 12:2, Matthew 25:46, John 5:29, 2 

Thessalonians 1:9, and Revelation 20:11-15.  Those who do not belong to Christ will 

experience a bodily resurrection, too, but not for glorification.  They will be raised and 

given a body suitable for eternal punishment. 

 Consider Daniel 12:2, "Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake; 

some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt."  Jesus described the 

coming resurrection with these words (John 5:28-29), "Do not be amazed at this, for a 

time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice and come out--those 

who have done good will rise to live, and those who have done evil will rise to be 

condemned." 

 Warren Wiersbe makes this observation, "Passages like John 5:25-29 and Revelation 

20 indicate that there is no such thing taught in Scripture as a 'general resurrection.'  

When Jesus Christ returns in the air, He will take His church to heaven and at that time 

raise from the dead all who have trusted Him and have died in the faith (1 Thes. 4:13-18).  

Jesus called this 'the resurrection of life' (John 5:29).  When Jesus returns to the earth in 

judgment, then the lost will be raised in 'the resurrection of damnation' (John 5:29; Rev. 

20:11-15).  Nobody in the first resurrection will be lost, but nobody in the second 

resurrection will be saved."5 

 So Christ was raised first--that's phase one.  Those who belong to Him will be next--

phrase two.  Then what? 

 C.  Phase 3: Then the end will come (24).  What's going to happen at the end of the 

world?  Some people live in constant fear.  "We're going to commit nuclear holocaust and 

destroy the planet!"  No.  God's in control.  And right here He tells us what will happen 

when the end comes.  Jesus Christ will do two things. 

  1.  Christ will destroy all rebels.  The KJV says He will "put down all rule and 

authority and power."  Remember, Jesus came to earth on kingdom business.  He came to 

deal with a cosmic rebellion.  And the day is coming when He will finish the problem 

Adam started once and for all.  He will destroy all potential rivals to the kingdom of God.   

 After that... 

  2.  Christ will hand over the kingdom to the Father.  You say, "I don't get it.  How 

do you 'hand over' a kingdom to someone?"  Years ago our family spent a night camping 

at Ten Sleep, Wyoming.  In the morning, Darrel, the owner of the campground, said to 

me, "Listen.  My bank is 50 miles away from here and you're going to travel right by it.  If 

I give you last night's deposit, would you deliver it for me?"  Now there's a trusting man! 

                                                 
5 Wiersbe, p. 618. 
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 I agreed.  When he handed me the deposit bag, it dawned on me the responsibility I 

had just accepted.  This man had entrusted his livelihood to me!  I want you to know I felt 

a great sense of relief when I finally reached the bank, walked up to the counter, and 

"handed over" the deposit to the teller. 

 Beloved, the day is coming when Jesus Christ is going to return to this world to 

rescue His people and establish His millennial kingdom (Rev. 20:1-4).  Then He's going 

to destroy Satan and all kingdom foes, casting them into the lake of fire (Rev. 20:10).  

And then, He's going to hand over the kingdom in tact to His Father.  Mission 

accomplished! 

 Do you believe Jesus is going to do that?  He is, and here's why.  Because of the 

resurrection.  Indeed, what happened on that Sunday morning two thousand years ago was 

a "warm up."  It was D-day, if you will, and V-day is coming. 

 So we’ve considered three biblical certainties today.  We've pondered what Jesus did, 

what He undid, and what He will do.  

 Now let’s talk about the point of this for us.  Simply put… 

 

Implications:  There is hope because He lives. 

 Perhaps a true story will help.  Have you ever heard of Baripada, India?  Something 

happened there back in 1999 that can be explained only because Jesus lives.  

 Listen to the story as told by John MacArthur:6 
 "Baripada is a small city by India's standards--around 100,000 residents.  It's located in 

Orissa, the eastern state known as the soul of India because of its abundance of Hindu temples.  

Since 1965, Baripada has been home to Australian missionary Graham Staines.  It's where he 

brought his wife, Gladys, and where they chose to raise their children, Esther, Phillip, and 

Timothy. 

 "The Staines family built a thriving ministry in Baripada and the surrounding area.  Through 

the leprosy center Graham established in 1982, they ministered to every person who came 

through their doors, addressing both their physical and spiritual needs.  They supplied medical 

treatment and counseling to those suffering from the disease.  More important, they told them of 

their need for Jesus Christ. 

 "In 1983, they began hosting annual Bible camps for the tribes near Baripada.  The camps 

provided opportunities for music, fellowship, and Bible teaching, as well as counseling and 

discipleship.  In the nearby village of Manoharpur where they hosted many of the camps, thirty-

five out of the two hundred families now profess faith in Christ--a powerful testimony to the 

fruitfulness of their labor. 

 "As you might imagine, those conversions didn't please everyone.  In Orissa, as in many parts 

of India, there is a growing current of hostility towards Christians.  While less than three percent 

of India's population professes Christ, that minority is considered a threat by some fanatical 

groups.  In a recent interview, one Indian leader argued for laws that would forbid Christian 

conversions and cut off funds to Christian missionaries.  His reasoning?  Christianity, like any 

disease, must be rooted out before it festers and destroys the whole body. 

 "Such strong opposition comes as no surprise.  Darkness hates light, and as bearers of light, 

Christians have always been and will always be the threat of attacks. 

 "On January 24, Graham and his two sons, ten-year-old Phillip and six-year-old Timothy, 

drove their station wagon to Manoharpur to attend Bible camp.  Accommodations were scarce, 

so they slept in their vehicle.  According to reports, during the night they were attacked by about 

sixty men, some armed with bows and arrows, others with sticks and rocks.  Graham and his sons 

lost their lives when the mob pinned them in their car, doused it with kerosene, and set it on fire. 

 "The martyrdom of Graham and his sons made world news.  Like many people in Baripada 

and everyone in the Christian community, I was shocked and deeply saddened when I heard 

                                                 
6John MacArthur, Grace to You letter, March 22, 1999 
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about the deaths.  Though we understand no events occur outside of God's providence, news of 

losing a brother so faithfully committed to serving Christ was difficult to hear... 

 "A week after the murders, I spoke with Gladys Staines by telephone.  It was a remarkable 

conversation.  Obviously, she was grieved over the loss of her husband and her two boys.  But 

she also rejoiced in knowing they gave their lives for Christ and that they new rest in His 

glorious presence.  She wasn't bitter over their murder; she was thankful no one else was hurt.  

She didn't question God; she expressed her confidence that He would continue to meet her 

physical and spiritual needs.  She didn't lose heart; she told me she plans to continue serving in 

Baripada, where God has placed her. 

 "Although my purpose in calling Gladys was to encourage her during this most difficult time, 

in the end, I was the one who was encouraged.  Her resilient response--her thankfulness, her 

peace, and her unshakable trust in God--said more about God's grace to help us endure trials than 

any sermon or book ever could. 

 "But what moved me most about my conversation with Gladys was hearing that she plans to 

keep ministering in India.  After losing her husband and her two sons to violence, who would 

blame her for wanting to take her remaining child, Esther, and return to safety in Australia?  

After all, the anti-Christian sentiment behind the killings still exists, and remaining in India 

means keeping herself and her daughter in harm's way.  But she wants to stay.  She wants to 

continue serving in Baripada as long as God allows her to stay." 

 What a tragic loss.  But at the same time, what a vivid portrayal of the power of the 

resurrection.  It was a generation ago that another missionary martyr, Jim Elliot, said 

these words, "He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose." 

 It was in 1999 that Graham, Philip, and Timothy Staines became martyrs for Christ, 

and Gladys and Esther did remain in India.  I read online this week and learned: 

 In 2004, Christianity Today described this woman as "the best-known Christian in 

India after Mother Teresa." In 2005, she was awarded the Padma Shri, a civilian 

award from the Government of India. As a result of the contributions earned from 

receiving that award, Staines transformed the leper house she served at into a full 

hospital. In November 2015, Staines was awarded the Mother Teresa Memorial 

Award for Social Justice and after receiving the award, she stated "I thank God for his 

help in enabling me to carry out the work in caring for people with leprosy, even after 

my husband was killed."7 

 

Application:  Because Jesus lives there is hope. 

 There is hope because He lives!  I'd like to mention two specific implications. 

 1.  We can be right with God now.   

 My friend, though you entered this world as a rebel to the kingdom of God, you can 

be reconciled to the King.  The King actually loves you, and gave Himself as a ransom 

payment on the cross, then conquered death, and now is seated at the right hand of the 

throne of God. 

 God will reconcile you to Himself if you will repent of your sins and put your total 

trust in King Jesus.  Yes, because Jesus lives we can be right with God now. 

 2.  We can be ready to meet God in the future.   

 We will meet God in the future, every one of us.  But we can be ready to meet Him if 

we are in Christ.  “There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,” says 

Romans 8:1. 

                                                 
7 According to https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gladys_Staines 


