Wheelersburg Baptist Church 12/15/02 PM
1 Peter 4:7-11 “Until He Comes to Earth Again”
[adapted from message delivered 7/25/93]

Main Idea: We have 2 responsibilities, according to I Peter 4:7-11.
I. Keep looking UP (7).
II. Keep looking OUT (8-11).
A. For opportunities to love one another ((8-9)
B. For opportunities to minister to one another (10-11)
1. Speaking Gifts
2. Serving Gifts

He who came to earth two thousand years ago is coming again.

Let those words sink in. He who came to earth two thousand years ago—that’s
Jesus Christ—is coming again—Iliterally, He is coming to this earth. In the tiny village of
Bethlehem the Son of God was born to a peasant home. That’s how He came to earth the
first time. But before He left the earth to return to heaven He gave a promise, “I will
come again.” He meant it. He will.

We are living between the two comings of the Messiah. In this Christmas season
we are looking back to His first coming and marveling the wonder of the incarnation. But
we also need a forward perspective. He who came to earth two thousand years ago is
coming again.

Do you believe that? If you believe God's Word, you must!

The question of the hour is this. What are we supposed to do until He comes
again? How are we supposed to live in the mean time? That's the question God's Word
will answer for us this evening. Our text is 1 Peter 4:7-11. We have 2 responsibilities.

I. Keep looking UP (7).

Verse 7 says, “The end of all things is near.” The end is at hand.

Now I know what you're thinking, "Wait a minute. Peter's timing was a little off,
wasn't it? Peter didn't live in the end times, did he? After all, more than 1900 years have
passed since he penned those words!"

Peter's purpose is not to lay out an eschatological chart. He's concerned with
moral responsibility, not a chronological diagram.

Remember Peter was a Jew. In Peter's day, Jewish eschatology was pretty basic.
Jewish rabbis divided human history into 2 ages: First there is The Present Age. That's
obvious. Next, there's The Age to Come.

The Jews believed the Age to Come would be a time of both judgment and
blessing, resulting ultimately in the establishment of the New Heavens and Earth. The
Jews also believed the Age to Come would be inaugurated when the Messiah entered
history. They called that the "Day of the Lord."

Now here's where the confusion entered in for the Jewish scholars in the first
century. In their study of the OT, they failed to see that the Scriptures predicted, not one,
but 2 comings of the Messiah. The Messiah would come the first time to as the Suffering
Savior, and the second time as the Reigning King.



Now plug all that background into verse 7. How could Peter say "the end of all
things is at hand [KJV]"? When Jesus the Messiah came to this earth 2000 years ago, He
inaugurated the Age to Come. There's actually an overlap. When Christ left, He told
Peter and the apostles He'd come again.

Key: The Bible refers to this entire period between His 2 comings as the "end
times" or "the last days." See the following:

Acts 2:16, 17 (Peter's sermon, quoting Joel) "...in the last days..."

II Pt 3:3 "Knowing this, there shall come in the last days scoffers"

I Cor 10:11 "Now all these things happened unto them for examples, and are
written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages are come."

Now do yo see why Peter was so dogmatic? "The end of all things is near." If
that was true in his day, how much more so in ours! The return of Christ is immanent.
We're living in the last days. The end is near. Time is short.

So how should we live? Here’s our first responsibility. Keep looking up! Notice
the 2 imperatives used by Peter in verse 7.

1. Be clear minded and self controlled.

The KJV says, “Be ye therefore soberminded.” The word means to be of a sound
mind, to keep your mind steady and clear. In the modern vernacular, we'd say, "keep
cool." We must think a certain way while we wait for His return.

In part, this is a warning against wild thinking about prophecy. We must always
approach eschatology with a sense of balance. Don't get caught up in an unbiblical
emphasis on prophecy. Don't set dates for Christ's return.

I'm not saying don't study prophecy. But never forget that God's intended purpose
for prophetic texts is to affect our lives today.

2. Watch unto prayer.

The NIV says, “So that you can pray.” It’s actually a command, literally reading
“Be sober unto prayer.”

Peter had a firsthand experience with this one. In fact, he blew it. When he
should have been watching, he was sleeping.

What does it mean to "watch unto prayer"? Wiersbe says it means to be alert in
our praying. There's no room in the Christian life for laziness. If we're going to survive
in end time living, we need to be in constant communication with our Lord through
prayer.

Key: If we're going to survive in the end times, we've got to keep looking up.

Caution: This implies we have a relationship with the Lord. Furthermore, this
means we have a growing, in-tune relationship with the Lord. Is that true of you?

How much time did you spend in prayer this past week? For yourself? For your
kids? For our church? For our country?

Keep looking up!

MMust:

In Peter's prescription for end time living, there's our first responsibility. Keep

looking up.



II. Keep looking OUT (8-11).

Our first responsibility is to keep looking up. Why? We need the Lord. Our
second responsibility is to keep looking OUT. Do you know why? Because we need
each other.

So keep looking out.

For what? For opportunities. What kind of opportunities? Peter mentions 2
kinds...

A. For opportunities to Love one another ((8-9)

Verses 8-9, “Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a
multitude of sins. ° Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.”

Jesus’ words come to mind at this point, "By this will all men know that you are
My disciples if you have love one for another." Paul said, "But the greatest of these is
love," and "But the fruit of the spirit is love." John said, "Beloved, let us love o.a. for
love is of God, and everyone that loves is born of God, and knows God" (I Jn 4:7).

Love is the preeminent virtue for the Christian. Peter echoes the same. Above all
things have fervent love among yourselves.

Let's lay something out on the table. Love is NOT easy, and love is NOT natural.
Love is something we have to work at.

The KJV says, “Have fervent love among yourselves.” The word "fervent" means
stretched, or zealous. It's a word that pictures an athlete straining to reach the goal. It
speaks of intensity and effort.

May I remind you of something that’s rather obvious yet essential for us to hear
again and again. Did you notice how the Bible commands us to love? That goes against
modern thinking. Our culture says, "You can't command love." Do you know why our
culture says that? Because the world views love as an emotion, a feeling. And you can't
command me to have feelings for someone!

That's true. But that's not biblical love. Biblical love is not an emotion, but a
decision of the will that leads to action which results in feeling.

"Pastor, I don't love my spouse any more. What should I do?" What would you
tell that person? I hope you’d say, “Well, it may be hard, but you need to learn to love
your spouse! Don’t throw in the towel. Make a decision today that you're going to love
your partner no matter how you feel.”

The same goes in the church. “I can’t love that person!” Oh, really? God says
you can, and must.

Love is a powerful thing. Love covers the multitude of sins (quoting Pr 10:12).
What does that mean? In part, it means we treat each other the way God treated us. Love
doesn't condone sin. But love covers sin.

Remember what happened to Noah in Gen 9? He got smashed, and shamefully
uncovered himself. His son Ham came along and found his dad. He went out and told
his 2 brothers, Shem and Japheth. What did they do? They went in, walking backwards,
and covered up their father and his shame.

We need to be looking out for opportunities to love one another.



What kind of opportunities? Verse 9 mentions one in particular. “Offer
hospitality to one another without grumbling.”

The word hospitality means "to love strangers." Remember, for the first 200
years, churches did not have buildings. The early church met in homes. If there was no
hospitality, there was no church! What's more, in Peter's day there were many traveling
missionaries and teachers. There weren't many motels, and the ones around were
indecent and even dangerous. So homes were needed for hospitality.

Listen to Peter's plea, “Show hospitality to each other.” And notice the
precaution. When you show hospitality, do it "without grumbling."

Not that hospitality is without discretion. There's an old Italian proverb that says,
"A guest is like a fish. After 3 days he stinks." True love always has the best of the other
person in mind. There are times when giving only reinforces sinful patterns, and that’s
not true love.

But having said that, here’s the normal pattern for our lives. “Show hospitality to
each other.” Who is Peter addressing? Just certain Christians, the people-type church
members? No. Granted, God has gifted some with the gift of hospitality, but that’s not
so they can do it all. That’s so they can show the rest of us how to do it.

What’s involved in showing hospitality? We find an example in 3 John 5-8...

To show hospitality means we use what God has given us to meet the needs of His
people. Specifically, it involves opening up our home and our refrigerator for the good of
others in the family of God.

Why is that essential? Remember the context. We are living in the end times.
This is hostile territory. The world is no friend to God’s people. It never has been and
never will be. But we must be. We must encourage each other, and that must go beyond
a smile and handshake on Sunday.

I’'m so encouraged by how I see this happening in the Body. This isn’t something
you can put on the church calendar. Granted, we can schedule church fellowship meals
and coordinate housing for missionaries, but this is to be a way of life. Week in and week
out we must decide to use what God has loaned to us to encourage His people. And it’s
happening. I commend you.

But don’t stop. If we're going to survive in end time living, we need to keep
looking out, for one another. We're in serious trouble when our focus is IN instead of
OUT. Self-centered people are warped and dangerous people. But selfless and self-
sacrificing people are as refreshing as a cool breeze on a sultry summer day!

Let’s become even more proactive in looking for opportunities to love one
another. In addition, we need to keep looking out for something else...

B. For opportunities to Serve one another (10-11)

This is a great section! This is one of four key texts on the subject of spiritual
gifts. Verses 10-11, “Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others,
faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms. '' If anyone speaks, he should
do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the
strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To
him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.”




The KJV begins verse 10, “As every man hath received the gift.” What is "the
gift"? For Peter, a "gift" is any God-given endowment which may be used for the benefit
of the church. Peter has in mind spiritual gifts.

Who has a spiritual gift? “Each one,” verse 10 begins. “EVERY man has
received the gift,” is how the KJV puts it.

What's the purpose of spiritual gifts? “To serve others” [KJV "MINISTER the
same one to another"]

Stop right there. Don't miss this. According to this verse, WHO has received
spiritual gifts? EVERY person. Not just clergy. Not just Christian professionals. If you
are a Christian, you possess a divine investment for some form of ministry.

This is exciting. This is why we say that at WBC, every member is a minister!
Every person here who knows Jesus Christ has a spiritual gift. The Spirit of God has
equipped you to perform a very special function in this church.

But listen. God didn't give you your gift to hoard it. Your gift is for the benefit of
the people of God.

Here’s something that’s tragic. When we don't use our gift, the whole church
suffers. And few things are as discouraging as when someone hoards what we need.

One summer I worked construction for LPZ. The foreman told me to move a pile
of gravel. I worked for a couple of hours with a shovel and wheelbarrow. Then a guy
brought over his bulldozer. He moved more gravel in one swipe than I did in 2 hours! I
don't know where the guy was 2 hours earlier when I needed him.

Listen. There's no need for burnout in the church. It's tragic that in most
churches, 90% of the work is done by 10% of the people. I'm thankful that's not the case
here.

Yet I wonder. Have you identified your spiriitual gift? Are you using it

Objection: "What kind of spiritual gifts are there?"

Great question! Look at verse 11. There are 2 categories of gifts.

1. Speaking Gifts

Verse 11 “If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of
God.” [KJV "If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God"]

There are speaking gifts. God has equiped some Christians to have an oral
ministry. They are to be God's mouthpiece in the church. They speak for God. Their job
is to handle and proclaim the Word of God.

Eph 4 talks about gifted individuals with speaking gifts, "When He (Christ)
ascended on high, He led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men" (8). What kind of
gifts? V 11, "And He gave some apostles...pastor/teachers." Why? "For the perfecting
of the saints." The church needs people with speaking gifts to use their gifts.

What are some ministries in which speaking gifts are used? It could range from
preaching behind a pulpit, to a word of exhortation after the service. Those with speaking
gifts can serve in SS ministries. They can teach children and teens. Or at rest homes.

But don't miss the guideline for using speaking gifts. “He should do it as one
speaking the very words of God.” [KJV "let him speak as the oracles of God"]

When you speak in a ministry in the church, don't give people your opinions.
Don't give them your pet-peeves. Give them the Word of God.



If a farmer feeds his cattle a lot of rich, green corn, what will happen to the
animals? They'll gorge themselves and bloat. They don't know any better. The farmer is
responsible.

If you have a speaking gift, God holds you responsible for what you say. James
3:1 says, "My brethren, be not many teachers, knowing that we shall receive the greater
judgment."

You may be thinking, "I can't talk in front of groups. Do I have a gift?"

2. Serving Gifts

Verse 11, “If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides.”

The word “serve” [KJV "minister"] is a general word (diakonei) which means "to
serve." Sometimes we minister with our talk. Sometimes we minister with our walk.
Those with serving gifts are specially endowed with God's grace so they can minister by
deeds of kindness.

READ Rom 12:5-8

There are several types of serving gifts mentioned in the NT: mercy, giving,
administration, the gift of faith, just to mention a few.

What type of ministries can utilize serving gifts? Peter just mentioned one area in
verse 9, hospitality. There are many, many others.

This is key. Your ministry should reflect your spiritual giftedness.

If you're working in the shop, you don't use a saw to drive a nail. Nor a t-square to
cut a 2x4. Why not? That's not what they were designed for.

So it is with spiritual gifts. If God has given you a serving gift, what do you think
He wants you to do with it? Serve! If you have the gift of mercy, then He probably
doesn't want you to be trying to teach a S.S. class. He may want you to be visiting shut-
ins, or ministering with people who have terminal illnesses.

What's our aim in using our gifts? Verse 11 tells us, “so that in all things God
may be praised through Jesus Christ.”

Spiritual gifts are not the same thing as talents. And the purpose for using
spiritual gifts is not entertainment. Take for instance, music. The purpose of "special
music" is not to make you feel good. It's certainly not to feed the ego of the singer. What
is the purpose? "That God in all things may be glorified...[KJV]"

The same goes for preaching, and any other use of gifts.

There's God's prescrption for survival in the end times. There’s what we’re
supposed to do while we wait for the Lord’s second coming. Keep looking UP. And
keep looking OUT. Let’s take inventory of these two responsibilities:

1. How is your relationship with God? Are you looking up?

2. Are you looking out? Are you using the gift God has given you?



